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No bit parts for this

- pooch. Stage mom
and filmmaker Gayle
L. Kirschenbaum is
determined to make
her “dog-ter” Chelsea
- a big, big star
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Kirschenbaum never in her wildest
dreams imagined becoming was one
of those people.

© - “You know, the kind who; when
you meet, immediately show you pic-
tures of their dog? And you look and

you go, ‘Uh huh, oh, very cute, oh

yeah, he’s adorable, while you quiet-
Iy wonder how to change the subject.
Those people. 1 never expected to be-

come one. of them,” she says with-a

laugh. “And now, look at me!”
Kirschenbaum, who 1s single and
lives in New York City, has just com-
pleted a filmy, 4 Dog’s Lyfe: A Dogamen:
tary, about Chelsea, her 13-pound
black-and-white shih tzu, whom she
refers to as her dog-tei: The ultimate
stage mother; Kirschenbaum is out to
make Chelsea a superstar, and she is
leaving nothing to chance. She is sub-
mitting the film to the 2004 Sun-
dance Film: Festival, where she hopes

it will attract enough attention to

land Chelsea her own TV series.

“Some people may think I'm over -

the top with this,” she admits, “but
they haven’t met Chelsea. She’s a
really special dog!” And would you
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- “Some people think I'm over the top with
“this,” says Kirschenbaum. “But they haven’t

met Chelsea. She’s a really specidl dog!”

like to see a picture? Oh, don’t get

her started. Kirschenbaum also runs
a- Web site, www.dogamentary.com,
where she sells Chelsea wall calen-
dars, mugs and Tshirts.
Kirschenbaum met Chelsea in
1995, when she was living ‘a glam-

orous and dogless life in Los Ange-

les as an Emmy Award-winning
documentary filmmaker. A native
New Yorker, she felt lonely and out
of place. She longed for a family of
her own, and sometimes wondered
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if getting a dog might be a good first

step. She’d always considered herself
a dog person; the happiest day of her
life was the one in fourth grade when
her parents surprised her with a
miniature. poodle. But her lifestyle
was hardly conducive to canines. Her
work kept her on the road constantly,
and meetings and projects kept her
out late many nights. Owning a dog;
she thought, was just something that
would have to wait.

One day she went to visit her
brother;, who was living in Florida.
He had a very full house—a new wife
and baby, an iguana, two Akitas and
two shih tzus including = conTiNUED
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