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Giiyle Kirschenbaum and Chelsea with the Elmmalker Alhert Maysles st Cabeini Hospice, where Chelsea visits patients.

Cut! She’s Chewing the Scenery

A Shih Tzu and Her Stage Mother Strive for Stardom

By SHERRI DAY

Gayle Eirechenbaumn 5 obsessed
with ber dog. And, like many per own-
ers, she Iz cobvinced thai her fellow
lumans delight m hearmg  endless
staries about Chelsea, a 13-pound tlack
and white Shih Tz thet she calls her
dog«tar.'*

But unlike other pet owpers, bls
firschenbnum, f freelance welevisian
prodlueer  and Emmy-Award-winoing
documentary flimmedker, bas the dan-
perons abdies to foigt ey dog Lales oni
w owider adienos, Yoo, Ms Klreches-
baum is tuming her peits dfe e a
e,

“DHd you ever see a girl dike that?
she agked &= she pulled a pink and white
vizor anlo Chelsea's bead amd fastened
a Taus-jeweled collar around her neck
"'This iz & star"

Last March, Ms. Kirschenbaum be-
gan shooting A documentary [Um thal
chrondeles ber adventure:s with Chefsea
&z the two wander aboul Mew Yook City.
Bz Elrschenbaue deacribes the movie,
titled “'A Dag's Life: & Dogameniary,”

= “'Eear in Show" mests 'Sex and the

Cily." Her geal t= to submit the flm-to
the 2008 Surdance Flro Featival, whens
sl hopes it Wil atrscl encogh aten-
than b get Chelsea her own felevision
geries. '] u=ed Lo joke that we were
going ta ke the: noxt Dorothy and Toto,
but they were only in the oo movie,"
Ma, Eirachanbiwm saxl, 1 want ber to
b bramded.

M, Kirschonbanm, who In her spare
Hme 13 working on-a docurmnentary

Chelsea and Ms,
Kimschenhaum also
dovolunteer work at
Se Vincent's Man.
hattan Hospital,
where Chelsea has
her ooam identifica-
Hon badge,

About the parele svstem that has been
commitssinned by HEQ, spends most of
ber days (rying 1o make Chelses & 5u-
perstar, With the beip of a valunteer
prafuction crow, Ms.  Klrschenbawm
and Chelsaa kave shot more than 50
baurs af film, Her studlo apariesent in
Gresmwich Village doubles wsan aditing
guite amd Web siie p-muulzl:b:m afflee
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